When Narendra Modi was elected Prime Minister of India in 2014, he promised
to push through key reforms and bring about the massive economic development
needed for the “world’s largest democracy” to win its place among global
superpowers. With over 1.3 billion citizens, India is soon to become the
world’s most populous country, and more than one quarter of the people
joining global workforce during the next decade will be Indian. The poorest
of the world’'s 20 largest economies, India’'s potential for catch-up growth is
enormous. And so are the limits and contradictions India must overcome for
Modi’s vision to gain momentum. What has his government achieved so far? How
likely is Modi’'s “Minimum government, maximum governance” strategy to deliver
the expected outcomes? Is India, often described as a “reluctant superpower”,
now closer to becoming a regional leader? In a crucial year for local
elections, and with the Prime Minister ready to run for a second term in
2019, this volume investigates the economic, political and diplomatic
trajectories of Modi’s India in its quest for a global role.

ISPI. The Italian Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI) is an
independent think tank dedicated to being a resource for government
officials, business executives, journalists, civil servants students and the
public at large wishing to better understand international issues. It
monitors geopolitical areas as well as major trends in international affairs.
Founded in Milan in 1934, ISPI is the only Italian Institute — and one of the
few in Europe — to place research activities side by side to training,
organization of international conferences, and the analysis of the
international environment for businesses. Comprehensive interdisciplinary
analysis is achieved through close collaboration with experts (academics and
non-academics alike) in political, economic, legal, historical and strategic
studies and through an evergrowing network of think tanks, research centers,
and Universities in Europe and beyond.
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